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A  H O L E  LOT  O F  R E A S O N S

The scientific name of the saltwater crocodile, Crocodylus porosus, 
means ‘pored crocodile’. ‘Porosus’ refers to the tiny pores found all over a 
crocodile’s skull and jaws. The pores in the skull help to reduce the weight 
of the skull without reducing its power. The pores also have blood vessels 
that connect to sensory bumps that detect changes in water pressure- such 
as prey swimming.

O L D E R  T H A N  D I N O S A U R S !

Crocodiles are the world’s largest reptiles and have been around for over 
200 million years! The Saltwater crocodile is the largest crocodile in the 
world. It may grow to 7m long, weigh over 1000kgs and live for over 75 
years.

T H E  C R O C O D I L E  R O L L

Crocodiles grab their prey and move to deep water, where they repeatedly 
roll to try and drown or break the neck of the prey. Instead of chewing 
their food they swallow it in large chunks. To break down their chunky 
food, crocodiles swallow rocks! The rocks help to grind up the food in their 
stomach, getting more nutrients out of it. Crocodiles eat a variety of food 
such as small mammals, birds, fish and even cattle.

I T ’ S  A L L  I N  T H E  TA I L

The tail makes up half of a saltwater crocodiles body! When swimming the 
muscular tail thrusts from side to side to propel them through the water. 
The tail is also used to store fat! They can live off their stockpile of tail fat 
for up to 2 years!

F R E S H W AT E R  S A LT I E S

Although they are named ‘Saltwater’ crocodiles, they can be found 240km 
upstream in fresh water.

SALTWATER CROCODILE 
C R O C O DY L U S  P O R O S U S

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

The temperature of 
a crocodile’s nest 
determines if boys or 
girls are born! 
If the nest is less than 
30°C the hatchlings 
will all be female. If the 
above 32°C they will all 
be males. 

W H E R E  AT  A Q W A?

Smile at a baby crocodile 
in AQWA’s Far North 
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