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TOTA L LY  U N I Q U E

An octopus has 8 arms, 9 brains, 3 hearts and tongue lined with teeth! 
But the unique features don’t stop there: their main brain is shaped 
like a donut, they have blue blood, a beak-like mouth, electric skin plus 
thousands of suckers. These suckers can be moved seperately and are 
used for tasting as well as touching. 
The gloomy octopus has white eyes, is nocturnal and very territorial 
spending its day in a lair of rocks and rubble.

S U P E R  S U C T I O N  A N D  S T R E N G T H !

Made almost entirely of muscle an octopus’ arms are incredibly strong 
and flexible. They can lift things at least 20 times their own weight and 
have a super tight grip thanks to the tiny grooves around their suckers, 
plus a prefect mix of water and slime.

E L E C T R I C  S K I N

The gloomy octopus can change the colour and texture of its skin faster 
than we can blink our eyes. It constantly alters and updates it camoflague 
and has 3 seperate layers of colour changing cells to help it do this. 
It’s main disquises are rocks and seaweed - a look it perfects by forming  
round bumps or spikes with its skin, even above its eyes! 

M A S T E R S  O F  E S C A P E

With no bones in their body, octopuses have an infinite range of motion 
and can easily squeeze through tiny crevices to make a stealthy getaway. 
When a quick escape is needed, octopuses use jet-propulsion. They may 
also shoot out an ink cloud, which reduces a predators ability to see and 
smell them. The ink cloud can even take the form of an octopus, causing 
the predator to mistake the ink as its target!

GLOOMY OCTOPUS 
O C TO P U S  T E T R I C U S

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

More than 95% of 
animals don’t have a 
backbone! 

W H E R E  AT  A Q W A?

Search our Perth Coast 
exhibit area to discover 
our octopus’ secret lair.
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H A B I TAT:  S H A L LO W 
C O A S TA L  W AT E R , 
R O C K Y  R E E F S

F O U N D : 
S U B T R O P I C A L 
O C E A N :  A U S T R A L I A 
A N D  N E W  Z E A L A N D  


