
91 Southside Drive, Hillarys WA 6025 
(08) 9447 7500 
www.aqwa.com.au

A  T E A M  P L AY E R ?

The footballer sweep is nick named for its bold striped pattern that looks 
like a football player’s jersey. Its formal name also comes from its stripes 
as ‘obliquus’ means slanting.

These inquisitive fish are known to zoom over reefs in teams using their 
‘safety in numbers’ to search for food, explore caves or follow divers!

As divers swim their fins stir up the sand, uncovering the tiny food 
footballer fish feast on. 

C H U B B Y  A U S S I E S

Footballer sweeps are only found in Australia! They were discovered 
relatively recently, in 1905, despite being part of a family of fish that has 
existed for 55 million years!
This family of thin, oval shaped fish are known as ‘sea chubs’.

S T E A LT H Y  S T R I P E S

Having stripes all over the body breaks up a fish’s outline. This is called 
‘confusion camouflage’. It makes it hard for a predator to know where one 
fish ends and the next begins, and also which is the front or back of the 
fish. This makes it more difficult for a predator to predict where the fish 
might move next.

B U I LT  F O R  C I T Y  L I V I N G

Footballer sweeps are found in reefs; these underwater cities are packed 
with caves, crevices and swim-throughs. The footballer’s thin body and 
large, rounded fins allow it to quickly change direction and its angle to 
slip into these small spaces.

FOOTBALLER SWEEP 
N E AT Y P U S  O B L I Q U U S

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

Footballer sweep have 
small thorn-like teeth 
which they use to filter 
their food from the 
water.

W H E R E  AT  A Q W A?

Watch footballer sweep 
zooming through the 
Perth Coast or circling in 
schools in our outdoor 
coral reef exhibit.
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